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INTRODUCTION
It is four years since we released our first report on the performance of law firms 
and barristers in the UK High Courts. One of the responses was a 16,521% increase 
in our Twitter traffic and many lawyers commenting anonymously and angrily on 
LinkedIn and other public media. Now legal analytics is “the new black” and the furore 
that a US-based start-up business had the audacity to analyse the performance of 
lawyers and question whether their clients were receiving value has diminished to 
grumbling acceptance together with the need to pretend to offer similar services.
Many general counsel now require performance data from their law firms. This 
goes beyond asking, “Was your lawyer responsive and courteous?” to 
understanding hard outcome and results data. General counsel are asking piercing 
questions of their lawyers, insurers are seeking data on their insured risks and law 
firms are playing catch up. A few law firms realise that winning new clients is 
simple when you can prove you are better than their existing lawyers. Displaced firms 
are reluctantly joining the performance bandwagon rather than risking falling further 
behind.

SCOPE OF COVERAGE
The UK High Courts have just under 4,000 cases per year. We analysed 
approximately 12,000 of them for our last report. The number two analytics company in 
the UK recently announced a 5,000-case database. The Premonition UK database has 
over 140,000 cases. This may sound impressive, but it represents far fewer cases than the 
amount that are filed every week in America. We have added Canada, the Netherlands, 
Australia, New Zealand, India and many more speciality courts on our way to becoming 
the World’s largest litigation database, bigger than LexisNexis™, Thomson Reuters™ and 
Bloomberg™ combined. 

MORE DETAIL
It is surprising to learn that many of the law firms currently touting their prowess on 
their smart web sites about Bitcoin, autonomous vehicles and drone law have never 
tried a single case in any of these areas. Our 2014 Report contained just the highlights of 
the cases in the database: judges, lawyers, parties involved and, to many, the all-
important result: who won. Premonition now automatically downloads, reads and 
keeps a copy of every legal document it lays its digital tentacles upon. With more 
than 1.2 million documents filed each day in America alone this is no small feat. 
Fortunately, the Premonition system can read 50,000 documents in less than a 
second. Asking the system questions like, “Which law firms and barristers have 
actually won cases involving self-driving cars? What were the settlement amounts 
involved and which Judges ruled for which side?” are now simple enquiries.

A VERY, VERY UNFAIR ADVANTAGE IN LITIGATION.
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CASE TYPES
Courts elsewhere will apply dozens, sometimes over a hundred, highly detailed case types 
to a court case to help classify it. While there is some attempt at this in the UK, in areas 
like admiralty or patent law, for the most part this is ignored, and hundreds of cases are 
grouped together under highly unhelpful taxonomies like “Queens Bench”. Premonition 
has developed systems to read all cases and group similar ones together under standard 
case types. These are then mapped to general case types in other courts, enabling clients 
to map litigation to claims in their specialist areas.  All part of a well thought out system.

WHAT DID WE FIND?
Things lie exposed in the public record that anyone with a first-class analytics platform 
can uncover. Our 2014 report showed that a law firm’s choice of barrister was 38% worse 
than random and General Counsel’s choice of Law Firms was 18% worse than random. The 
analysis of courts data still yields a few surprises. The 2018 Report shows that:
• In Civil Appeals, the barrister with the best win rate in the three-year report period

went for 13 cases with a 75% win rate, while another barrister didn’t win a case in five
appearances.

• In Civil Appeals, defendant straight wins are down this year, making it more important
to examine the data.

• Plaintiffs win more than double the rate in America.
• The Barrister’s chambers section is broken down into 83 men (78%) and 23 women

(22%), with 47 London chambers (84%) and 9 provincial chambers (16%).
• Our latest diversity and gender analysis tools found that the bar, as represented in the

High Courts, is even less diverse than the, already poor Bar Standards Board figures.
• One lawyer managed 15 cases with 91% win rate in family division court, which is one of

the best win rates we have seen in this court.
• Litigants in Persons are much better than might be thought. As a group, they out-

perform the professionals.

WATCH FOR ARTICLES ON THESE LATER IN THE YEAR.
The legal landscape is shifting, and analytics is driving that change. With only a 3% 
correlation between higher fees and better performance, the profession is ready for 
Perception/Reality Arbitrage. The way law firms and barristers are instructed will never 
be the same again.

A.D. could well stand for “After Data”.

IT IS A BRAVE NEW WORLD, AND IT WILL BELONG TO THE EARLY ADOPTERS.

TOBY UNWIN
Co-Founder and CIO Premonition December 2017
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A very, very unfair advantage in litigation.

THE WORLD’S LARGEST LEGAL DATABASE
Premonition has the world’s largest legal database, covering countries and jurisdictions 
where court results are digitally available. Data from the High Courts in England & Wales 
have been electronically crawled, subjected to statistical analysis, categorised and, 
finally, subjected to human scrutiny. There are hundreds of thousands of UK cases 
available online and Premonition has analysed all of them. The UK data is less than 1% of 
the total Premonition international legal database. 
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“IF YOU CAN’T MEASURE IT 
YOU CAN’T MANAGE IT.”
Peter Drucker
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A very, very unfair advantage in litigation.

There are those who will dismiss the idea of measuring the performance of a law firm or a 
barrister who appears in the High Court and feel that this reduces the art and skill of case 
presentation, advocacy and the mastery of evidence to mere numbers.
Numbers, as we know, play a major role in shaping human societies. Very few national 
governments are entirely without means of tracking the behaviour and opinions of their 
citizens, and numbers such as social security numbers and the results of opinion polls are 
closely watched as an aid to social control and central planning, as we all been reminded 
in the news lately.

In science, the habit of either proving a general concept or of quantifying an observed 
phenomenon requires a sophisticated use of numbers. Making sense of the data available 
to astronomers, chemists and biologists among others would be impossible without a 
system of assigning values and weighing variables.
Economically, numbers are central to human activity. Without numbers, there would 
be no civilisation and, to manage any element of that, measurements are required. Any 
activity can be measured, that data analysed, and decisions taken using the results. The 
law and legal work is no exception and the availability of data and its analysis can only 
help improve choice and standards for both practitioners and their clients.
There will be those who argue that the legal processes in the High Court are too 
multidimensional to measure: that the weight of evidence will decide; that judges are not 
infallible; that some lawyers take on only the hardest cases and that some of the plaintiff 
or defendant protagonists are surprisingly unreliable on the day. Even so, it is unarguable 
that those who are in either side of the case want to win. What client goes to the High 
Court wanting to lose?

Indeed, the client, especially with the high costs of High Court litigation, is becoming wiser 
about by what means law firms and barristers are chosen to represent them. Those who 
finance commercial litigation risk a lot by making a bad choice of legal representatives. 
There will also be those who will take issue with the concept of ‘winning’ or ‘losing’ a case 
and that, perhaps, reducing the quantum might be a very good thing for the client or 
that an unreported out of court settlement was reached or that there were other factors 
which mitigated the ‘lost case’. These points are for the lawyers concerned to argue and 
explain when asked about their track record by those clients who have Premonition’s 
data. Essentially, the traditional ways of choosing legal representation have changed with 
the increasing influence of AI, Big Data and other irresistible forces.  Many articles have 
been written about such forces and show a new clear way of thinking.
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The charts in this report are anonymised. It is not the objective of Premonition’s work to 
declare any law firm or barrister ‘good’ or ‘bad’ at their jobs, but to highlight winning law 
firms and barristers with proven track records. Those who subscribe to our services will 
have access to the detail in the reports with all the information of the law firms, solicitors 
and barristers involved in each chosen case. No one, however, expects law firms and 
barristers to be instructed on the basis of this information alone. Those who have already 
subscribed to Premonition data have used it as a major part of their decision process; 
the performance data is a persuasive, quantitative and objective tool in an otherwise 
qualitative and subjective process.

This report will concentrate on the 11,067 UK High Court cases for the calendar years of 
2016, 2017 and 2018. The charts contained show a scatter of data points representing 
performance (in terms of winning the case) against the number of times a law firm 
or barrister has appeared in the High Court. The last three years have been selected 
for illustrative purposes and, plainly, the more years selected for any court, law firm or 
barrister the more densely populated with data points the chart will be. Similarly, the 
identity information behind the data points will provide rich detail and information on 
those who appear in the High Court and their successes.
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ENGLAND & WALES
HIGH COURTS
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ENGLAND & WALES HIGH COURTS

ALL THE AVAILABLE DATA FROM THE FOLLOWING COURTS HAS BEEN ANALYSED 

England And Wales Court Of Appeal (Criminal Division)
England And Wales Court Of Appeal (Civil Division)
England And Wales County Court (Family)
England And Wales Court Of Protection 
England And Wales Family Court Decisions (High Court Judges)
England And Wales Family Court Decisions (other Judges)
England And Wales High Court (Administrative Court)
England And Wales High Court (Admiralty Division) 
England And Wales High Court (Chancery Division)
England And Wales High Court (Commercial Court)
England And Wales High Court (Family Division)
England And Wales High Court (Patents Court)
England And Wales High Court (Queen’s Bench Division)
England And Wales High Court (Senior Courts Costs Office)
England And Wales High Court (Technology And Construction Court)
England And Wales Patents County Court 
Intellectual Property Enterprise Court
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COURT RESULTS
BARRISTERS AND LAW FIRMS:
TOP TEN PERFORMERS BY COURT

INTRODUCTION
As a sample of the macro-level analysis Premonition software is capable of producing, 
this Appendix provides the top ten performing barristers and firms by win percentage 
in each of the UK’s courts. Any lawyer or practice that does not appear on these lists 
either lacks the minimum number of appearances required to qualify or has simply not 
won a high enough percentage of their cases.

In the interest of protecting the privacy of the named lawyers, these top ten lists 
are presented in alphabetical order —referencing these rankings when selecting 
representation effectively gives readers a one in ten chance of making the best statistical 
choice. However, even within the rarefied air of the most successful barristers in the 
United Kingdom, there is usually a significant difference between first and tenth.  For 
example 21 consecutive wins and a 91% win rate versus eight wins and a 83% win rate. 
Those who wish to receive the full statistics and narrow their search still further can 
purchase the complete report from Premonition.

The legal profession is already experiencing the disruptive impact of Premonitions 
comprehensive work and court reports. Increasingly general counsels are relying 
on hard statistics to support their reasoning, while successful practitioners now use 
Premonition’s data analysis to market their services. By default, those barristers and 
firms who find themselves outside the top ten are already losing the opportunity to 
reach this analytics-aware clientele.
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All Courts

Top Barristers

Appearances: 6 - 25

Win Rates      : 82% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Michael Biggs

Paul Chaisty QC

Estelle Dehon

Deirdre Fottrell QC

Alun Jones QC

Martin Pointer QC

Philip Rule

Stephen Smith QC

Dan Squires

David Williams

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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All Courts

Law Firms Performance
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All Courts

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 6 - 12

Win Rates      : 100% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Anthony Gold Solicitors

DMH Stallard LLP

Kaim Todner Solicitors Ltd

Lansbury Worthington

Lawrence & Co

Lax & Co LLP

McMillan Williams

Tandem Law

Universal Solicitors

Wallace LLP

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Court Of Appeal (Civil Division)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 5 - 13

Win Rates      : 67% - 88%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Michael Biggs

David Blundell

Susan Chan

James Eadie QC

Martin Howe QC

James Maurici QC

Hui Ling McCarthy QC

Neil Sheldon

Philip Shepherd QC

Stephen Whale

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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Law Firms Performance
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England And Wales Court Of Appeal (Civil Division)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 5 - 9

Win Rates      : 78% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Dechert LLP

HMRC

Hogan Lovells International LLP

Ince & Co LLP

Plexus Law

Squire Patton Boggs UK

Stewarts Law LLP

Taylor Wessing LLP

TLT LLP

Universal Solicitors

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Court Of Appeal (Criminal Division)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 4

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

John Butterfield

Nick Doherty

Philip Rule

Kennedy Talbot QC

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Court Of Appeal (Criminal Division)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 3 - 100

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Cartwright King Solicitors

Crown Prosecution Service

The Registrar of Criminal Appeals

The Serious Fraud Office

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Administrative Court)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 6 - 15

Win Rates      : 77% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Michael Biggs

Ben Cooper

Stephanie Harrison QC

Gregory Jones QC

Alun Jones QC

Richard Moules

Philip Rule

Dan Squires

Matthew Stanbury

Ian Wise QC

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Administrative Court)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Administrative Court)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 6 - 29

Win Rates      : 77% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Bhatia Best Solicitors

Bhatt Murphy

Direct Access

DLA Piper LLP

GT Stewart

Kaim Todner Solicitors Ltd

Lansbury Worthington

Lawrence & Co

McMillan Williams

Sonn Macmillan Walker

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Chancery Division)

Barristers 
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England And Wales High Court (Chancery Division)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 5 - 12

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Guy Adams

Paul Chaisty QC

Joseph Curl

Helen Davies QC

Ian Mill QC

Martin Moore QC

David Railton QC

James Ramsden QC

Stephen Smith QC

Mark Warwick QC

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Chancery Division)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Chancery Division)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 5 - 38

Win Rates      : 67% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Bird & Bird LLP

Edwin Coe LLP

Hogan Lovells International LLP

Linklaters LLP

Mills & Reeve LLP

Mishcon De Reya LLP

Osborne Clarke LLP

Signature Litigation LLP

Slaughter and May

Squire Patton Boggs UK

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Commercial Court)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Commercial Court)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 4

Win Rates      : 100% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Adrian Beltrami QC

James Drake QC

Patrick Goodall QC

Timothy Hill QC

Sa`Ad Hossain QC

Paul Lowenstein QC

Ian Mill QC

Luke Parsons

Laurence Rabinowitz QC

Charles Samek QC

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Commercial Court)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Commercial Court)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 5 - 29

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Baker & McKenzie LLP

Clifford Chance LLP

Clyde & Co LLP

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Hill Dickinson LLP

Hogan Lovells International LLP

Lax & Co LLP

Mishcon De Reya LLP

Reed Smith LLP

Simmons & Simmons LLP

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Family Division)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Family Division)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 15

Win Rates      : 67% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Andrew Bagchi QC

Deirdre Fottrell QC

Dr Rob George

Robert Peel QC

Alistair G Perkins

Martin Pointer QC

Jacqueline Renton

H. Setright QC

Richard Todd QC

Samuel Zimran

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Family Division)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Family Division)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 5 - 36

Win Rates      : 50% - 75%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Brethertons LLP

Dawson Cornwell Solicitors

Direct Access

Duncan Lewis

Goodman Ray Solicitors

Hughes Fowler Carruthers

Payne Hicks Beach

Philcox Gray

The Local Authority Solicitor

Vardags

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Patents Court)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Patents Court)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 10

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Alexander Layton QC

Andrew Lykiardopoulos QC

Charlotte May QC

Thomas Mitcheson QC

Brian Nicholson

Iain Purvis QC

Adrian Speck QC

Michael Tappin QC

Andrew Waugh QC

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Patents Court)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Patents Court)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 3 - 24

Win Rates      : 50% - 83%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Bird & Bird LLP

Bristows LLP

Herbert Smith Freehills LLP

Marks & Clerk Solicitors LLP

Powell Gilbert LLP

Simmons & Simmons LLP

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Queens Bench Division)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Queens Bench Division)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 5 - 8

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

William Featherby QC

Ian Helme

David Hirst

Michael Kent QC

Adrienne Page QC

David Sherborne

Derek Sweeting QC

John Whitting QC

Benjamin Williams QC

Kate Wilson

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Queens Bench Division)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Queens Bench Division)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 6 - 29

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Bevan Brittan LLP

Carter-Ruck LLP

Hamlins LLP

Irwin Mitchell LLP

Payne Hicks Beach

Slater & Gordon

Stewarts Law LLP

Tandem Law

Treasury Solicitor(s)

Weightmans LLP

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Technology And Construction Court)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Technology And Construction Court)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 5

Win Rates      : 75% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

James Bowling

Robert Clay

Jason Coppel QC

Paul Darling QC

Anneliese Day QC

Alexander Hickey Esq.

Seb Oram

Charles Pimlott

Marcus Taverner QC

William Webb

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales High Court (Technology And Construction Court)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales High Court (Technology And Construction Court)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 3 - 7

Win Rates      : 67% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Beale & Co

Birketts LLP

Browne Jacobson LLP

Clarke Willmott LLP

DWF LLP

Elborne Mitchell LLP

Hogan Lovells International LLP

Leigh Day

The Government Legal Department

Wright Hassall LLP

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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Intellectual Property Enterprise Court

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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Intellectual Property Enterprise Court

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 5

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Chris Aikens

Tom Alkin

Hugo Cuddigan QC

Michael Hicks

Victoria Jones

Jonathan Moss

James St Ville

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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Intellectual Property Enterprise Court

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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Intellectual Property Enterprise Court

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 3 - 3

Win Rates      : 50% - 67%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Kempner & Partners LLP

Lee & Thompson LLP

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Court Of Protection

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Court Of Protection

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 6

Win Rates      : 60% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Victoria Butler-Cole

David Mitchell

Parishil Patel QC

David Rees

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Court Of Protection

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Court Of Protection

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 3 - 4

Win Rates      : 100% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Local Authority Solicitor

Terry Jones Solicitors

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (High Court Judges)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (High Court Judges)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 4

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Frank Feehan QC

Deirdre Fottrell QC

Frances Heaton QC

Elizabeth Isaacs QC

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (High Court Judges)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (High Court Judges)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 5 - 12

Win Rates      : 50% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Kent County Council

Local Authority Solicitor

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (other Judges)

Barristers 

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (other Judges)

Top Barristers

Appearances: 3 - 4

Win Rates      : 67% - 100%

Top Barristers (Alphabetical)

Debra Gold

Claire Rowsell

Timothy Spain

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (other Judges)

Law Firms Performance

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 
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England And Wales Family Court Decisions (other Judges)

Top Law Firms

Appearances: 3 - 3

Win Rates      : 100% - 100%

Top Law Firms (Alphabetical)

Local Authority Solicitor

Court Digest: ALL,  England and Wales 

The World`s Largest Litigation Database
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METHODOLOGY
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SHORTLISTS
The central purpose of Premonition is to provide shortlists of capable, proven lawyers for 
selection by the client. It is not an absolute, it’s indicative. Factors such as lawyer availability, 
price, personal chemistry, and other factors may all affect individual selection. A client may 
well feel that sixth out of twenty is a better fit than the first.  Either way, we commonly find a 
considerable uplift in anticipated result.

DETERMINING WINS 
What constitutes a win is an arguable point, and a common question. If you call both 
lawyers on a closed case, both will often claim to have ‘won’. Every case is arguable. 
We consulted with several lawyers and judges asking them about the general winners 
and losers for various dispositions types (we have over 100 different types categorised 
within the solution). There was broad agreement that judgements went for plaintiffs, 
dismissals for defendants and settlements shouldn’t be counted. All cases are arguable 
on an individual basis. Premonition is not a ‘rocket science’ system where we strive for 
100% unarguable analysis of every case, the function is to spot trends and outliers, which 
it does extremely well as data is ‘smoothed out’ over many thousands of cases.

CASE DIFFICULTY 
Every case differs in difficulty and complexity. Premonition does not asses the difficulty of a case. 
Lawyers often claim to “only take the toughest cases” when explaining low win rates. Occasionally 
this is true. The United Kingdom has a ‘Cab Rank Rule’ preventing barristers from cherry picking 
easy cases and the results are similar to the United States, so we don’t feel cherry picking is 
much of a factor. Premonition is not designed to identify the ‘surgeon’ lawyers that only work the 
hardest cases. However, it does group cases with those of similar difficulty by using case type, 
sub-type and parties. Tax Court is notorious for its low win rates against the HMRC; however top 
performing lawyers still stand out, not by their wins, but because they lose less. Cases grouped 
by court type, Appeals Court being a more rigorous black letter law venue than small claims, and 
by judge, where certain cases, (e.g. complex business claims) are assigned to certain judges. Over 
time, case difficulty variations are also smoothed out over the large numbers of cases and lawyers.

MULTIPLE ATTORNEY CASES
Premonition picks the first listed lawyer for each side and ignores the others. The system 
is not perfect but brings the least overall inaccuracies. In courts where lawyers per party 
are not identified specifically, it uses an algorithm to predict which lawyer represents 
which party, then selects the first one for each side to be analysed. Co-counsel are not 
automatically analysed unless specifically requested by the client.

GENDER AND DIVERSITY 
Premonition matches names to census data and calculates the likely gender and race 
based on first and last names. On an individual basis, this is highly unreliable. However, at 
scale, accuracy approaches that of the census itself.

OVERALL DATA ACCURACY 
In less than 5% of cases, data entry in court records causes issues which can make it difficult 
to import every field of data. Premonition data cannot be more reliable than the public record.
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ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS

LAW’S SECRETS REVEALED
•	 Do big law firms win more often than small ones?
•	 Are Partners really better than Associates?
•	 Do more expensive lawyers win more?
•	 Do men win more than women?

Learn these secrets and many more from the first ever big data look at litigation.
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ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS

HOW GOOD ARE THE BIG LAW FIRMS?
•	 How do big law firms performance compare?
•	 How much does lawyer choice within a firm matter?
•	 How frequently does big law win?
•	 How does big law compare to picking lawyers by win rate?
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ANALYTICS
More Courts. More Cases. Better Data.

Premonition’s Client Report contains in-depth analytics on a company’s 
litigation history and attorney performance. Law Firms use this report to 
improve Business Development through better Client Intelligence. It is 
used by General Counsel to review their Panel Counsel.

• Litigation History
• Case Types
• Legal Representation
• Attorney/Firm performance
• Case Duration (overall, case type, judge, client)

Useful for: Law Firms, General Counsel, Claims Managers

CLIENT REPORT

Premonitions’ Attorney Report contains in-depth analytics on an 
attorney’s performance and litigation experience. Law Firms use this 
report to gather intelligence on opposing counsel and identify lateral 
recruiting opportunities. General Counsel use this report to review the 
performance of their external counsel.

• Litigation Experience
• Case Types
• Client Representation
• Performance (overall, case type, judge, client)
• Case Duration (overall, case type, judge, client)

Useful for: Law Firms, General Counsel, Claims Managers, Law Firms, 
General Counsel, Claims

ATTORNEY REPORT

WORLD'S LARGEST LITIGATION DATABASE
www.premonition.ai • info@premonition.ai

More Courts. More Cases. Better Data.

ANALYTICS

Premonition’s Judge Report contains in-depth analytics on the 
outcomes of attorneys in front of a judge. It is used by General Counsel 
to identify the most effective and efficient attorneys in front of a judge. 
Law Firms use this report for gathering judicial intelligence, hiring 
co-counsel and identifying the strength of opposing counsel.

• Attorney Performance by case type
• Case Durations by case type and attorney
• Plaintiff/Defendant outcomes by case type
• Attorney Experience in front of a judge
• Performance Outliers

Useful for: Law Firms, General Counsel, Claims Managers, Litigation Finance 

JUDGE REPORT

Premonition’s Court Report reveals the quantity of cases and 
performance of all the lawyers in a particular court. This report is used 
to identify top performing attorneys or identify potential venues in 
which to file a case.

• Attorney Experience (Number of Cases in a Court)
• Attorney Performance by Case Type
• Benchmarking to peer performance

Useful for: Law Firms, General Counsel, Claims Managers, Litigation Finance

COURT REPORT

Premonition’s Top Litigants Report ranks companies by volume of 
litigation in a court, state, or country. Law Firms use this report to 
identify potential hidden clients. Litigation Finance Firms use this to 
identify potential leads.

Useful for: Law Firms, General Counsel, Claims Managers, Litigation Finance

TOP LITIGANTS REPORT

Premonition’s Law Firm Report provides in-depth analysis of a Law Firm’s 
performance and efficiency. General Counsel use this during their Panel 
Counsel Review process to identify top-performing firms. Law Firm’s use 
this report to track their litigation experience/performance and to improve 
their business development by pitching to their strengths.

• Litigation History and Experience
• Client Representation
• Overall Firm Performance
• Specific Attorney Performance
• Average Case Durations (overall, case type, client)
• Case Types
• Benchmarking to Competitors

Useful for: Law Firms, General Counsel, Claims Managers

LAW FIRM REPORT
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